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Role description for volunteer schools advocate

Purpose of role:
To support the full inclusion of children and young people with spinal cord injury in mainstream school. To promote solutions to inclusive education and raise awareness of spinal cord injury in the school community.
Reports to:

Schools and families inclusion coordinator
Key tasks:

To visit children and young people with spinal cord injury at hospital and school:
· Attend 1-1 meetings at school in preparation for the child’s return
· Deliver presentations at schools to raise awareness of spinal cord injury 

· Promote the voice of the child or young person

· Work alongside the young person, family and a range of professionals

· Signpost to other organisations that can support child/family

· Share experiences of living with a spinal cord injury
· To be sensitive and to offer encouragement

· To feedback to schools and families inclusion coordinator
To be a role model and Ambassador for Back Up:
· To inspire and empower children and young people and families
· To talk about all Back Up services (schools service, mentoring, wheelchair skills, courses)

· To act professionally and to be aware of confidentiality and safeguarding issues

Time commitment: 
2 day volunteer training course
Visiting children/ young people at hospital or school between 2-12 times a year
The person: 

This will suit a person who is:

· Experienced and well adjusted to living with a spinal cord injury

· Passionate about equality

· Able to empathise with others – patient, sensitive and considerate 

· Able to build positive and quick rapport with children and young people

· A good communicator and listener

· Friendly and approachable
· Willing to travel within the UK
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